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RANKINGS

TEACHING RESEARCH IMPACT & SUSTAINABILITY

Focus: student satisfaction, employer
reputation, graduation rate + more

Participation rules: country specific 

Focus: research output, research quality,
research collaboration, reputation + more

Participation rules: 1,000+ publications
over 5 years, teach undergraduates across 
a range of subjects

Focus: research, teaching, stewardship
ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ¦bΩǎ мт 
Sustainable Development Goals

Participation rules: all undergraduate or
postgraduate higher education
institutions



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

¢I9Ωǎ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŦŀŎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ 

According to an OECD survey of university leaders, 68 per cent use rankings 
as a management tool to bring about strategic, organisational, 
managerial and/or academic change.

Rankings can be used to create target agreements on an institutional-level or within specific 
faculties, and many institutions form dedicated steering committees to discuss such topics.



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

¢I9Ωǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ wŀƴƪƛƴƎǎ ςa vital resource 
for students and their families as well as for 
academics and university administrators and 
governments across the world ςhelp to attract 
more than 30 million peopleto our website each 
year, and as they make headlines around the world, 
they touch hundreds of millions more individuals.



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

Rankings can be important starting points to identify institutions 
with which to collaborate and partner. Furthermore, having a highly 
ranked partner can also be used for reputational purposes.

aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9¦!Ωǎ wL{t ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ 
that rankings helped their institutions to establish academic 
partnerships and foster international collaborations.



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

A survey conducted by THE Student Pulse of prospective international 
students found that a ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ 
researched factor with 34 per cent of respondents saying it was
important to them, after tuition cost and ahead of courses offered. 

Academics and researchers tend to seek employment at institutions 
that are perceived as prestigious in their field. Respondents of the 
RISP survey believed that rankings influence prospective researchers. 



STUDENTS & SUSTAINABILITY



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

THE has collected more than 10 million individual data points from 4,000 universities in over 100 countries and regions, creating 
an unrivalled proprietary dataset and establishing THE as a world leader in higher education analytics.

University leaders have increasingly been using KPIs from rankings to monitor performance, inform strategy and also benchmark
against peer institutions.

¢ƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 9¦!Ωǎ wL{t ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
performance in rankings and that the senior institutional leadership is involved in this process. 



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

¢I9Ωǎ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
capacity to generate comprehensive, high-quality 
data and information to underpin strategic planning 
and decision-making so as to be able to provide 
meaningful, comparative information about 
institutional performance. 

Rankings also impact discussions about, and 
collection of, comparative data on both a national 
and institutional level, and encourage not only the 
collection but also the publication of data to the 
public.

¢I9Ωǎ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ 
universities around the world to 
celebrate their achievements across
research, teaching and sustainability. 

The global popularity and influence of 
¢I9Ωǎ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΩ 
societal impact to the forefront, 
creating a positive public dialogue and 
ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ 
merits and reputations.



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

5ƻƴΩǘΥ
Å Submit to rankings just to be in the rankings
Å Centre your institutional strategy solely on rankings

Do use rankings for: 
Å Internal data collection & KPI setting
Å Domestic and international benchmarking
Å Building visibility, awareness and reputation
Å Inter-university collaboration
Å Forging international partnerships

What do we need to do as a ranking organisation? 
Å Be transparent
Å Listen to the sector (advisory boards)
Å /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ό²¦wоΦлύ
Å Engage with universities directly



26
universities participated

501-600
Highest position in the WUR

251-300
Highest position in a subject

(clinical and health)

2022released in September, 2021

2,112universities ranked (including reporters)

POLAND IN THE WORLD RANKINGS



POLAND IN THE WORLD RANKINGS

World leading improvements in two key areas 



REPUTATION: POLAND

Reputation votes by subject: Reputation votes by origin:



16
Polish universities 

participated

601-800
Highest positions in the 
overall Impact Rankings

92
Highest position in any SDG

(SDG 3)

2022released in April, 2022

1,500+universities ranked

POLAND IN THE IMPACT RANKINGS



POLAND IN THE IMPACT RANKINGS



! ƎǊŜŀǘ άǊŜŎƪƻƴƛƴƎέ ŦƻǊ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΚ

άLƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƎƻƻŘ Řƻ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ Řƻ 
ŦƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΚ ²Ƙƻ Řƻ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ǎŜǊǾŜΚΩ

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ a reckoning within the higher education 
community perhaps of comparable significance to the reckoning that 
led to the last major transformation of the university [in widening 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎϐ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊΦέ

Fernando Reimers UnescoInternational Commission on the Futures of 
Education



A new focus on serving society?



A new focus on serving society?

ά¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ 
ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 
¦bΩǎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōle Development Goals which apply to all countries 
and sectors of society.

ά²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΦέ

Dame Nancy Rothwell, President, University of Manchester





A new focus on serving society?



A new focus on serving society?





THE Impact Rankings: a global game changer

ά¢ƘŜTimes Higher Education University Impact 
Rankings is the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ 
society, rather than just research and teaching 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΧΦ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴΧ ǘƘŜ мт ¦b {5DǎΦέ

World Economic Forum



How do we assess social impact?





Research evidence



Evidence of activities

Health collaborations

ÅFree sexual health care 
and advice for students

ÅFree mental health 
support for staff and 
students

ÅNo smoking campus



Quality Assurance

Decisions are made by individuals, and so there is some 
subjectivity

Å Additional team recruited
Å Language skills
Å Decisions are reviewed against last year
Å Decisions are verified by senior assessors
Å !ǳǘƻƳŀǘŜŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Řŀǘŀ 





2022 coverage

1524 Universities
110 Countries

Poland has 16 participants (up 
from 12 in 2021)



Participation for 2022: 1,524 universities



Participation for 2022: Polish universities

Left: worldwide

Right: Poland



Results for 2022


