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RANKINGS

TEACHING RESEARCH IMPACT & SUSTAINABILITY

Focus: student satisfaction, employer
reputation, graduation rate + more

Participation rules: country specific 

Focus: research output, research quality,
research collaboration, reputation + more

Participation rules: 1,000+ publications
over 5 years, teach undergraduates across 
a range of subjects

Focus: research, teaching, stewardship
and outreach against the UN’s 17 
Sustainable Development Goals

Participation rules: all undergraduate or
postgraduate higher education
institutions



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

THE’s rankings encourage a healthy internal dialogue regarding multiple facets of performance. 

According to an OECD survey of university leaders, 68 per cent use rankings 
as a management tool to bring about strategic, organisational, 
managerial and/or academic change.

Rankings can be used to create target agreements on an institutional-level or within specific 
faculties, and many institutions form dedicated steering committees to discuss such topics.



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

THE’s World University Rankings – a vital resource 
for students and their families as well as for 
academics and university administrators and 
governments across the world – help to attract 
more than 30 million people to our website each 
year, and as they make headlines around the world, 
they touch hundreds of millions more individuals.



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

Rankings can be important starting points to identify institutions 
with which to collaborate and partner. Furthermore, having a highly 
ranked partner can also be used for reputational purposes.

More than 50 per cent of respondents to the EUA’s RISP survey said 
that rankings helped their institutions to establish academic 
partnerships and foster international collaborations.



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

A survey conducted by THE Student Pulse of prospective international 
students found that a university’s ranking was the second most 
researched factor with 34 per cent of respondents saying it was
important to them, after tuition cost and ahead of courses offered. 

Academics and researchers tend to seek employment at institutions 
that are perceived as prestigious in their field. Respondents of the 
RISP survey believed that rankings influence prospective researchers. 



STUDENTS & SUSTAINABILITY



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

THE has collected more than 10 million individual data points from 4,000 universities in over 100 countries and regions, creating 
an unrivalled proprietary dataset and establishing THE as a world leader in higher education analytics.

University leaders have increasingly been using KPIs from rankings to monitor performance, inform strategy and also benchmark
against peer institutions.

The vast majority of EUA’s RISP survey respondents report that they monitor their institutional 
performance in rankings and that the senior institutional leadership is involved in this process. 



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

THE’s rankings support institutions to improve their 
capacity to generate comprehensive, high-quality 
data and information to underpin strategic planning 
and decision-making so as to be able to provide 
meaningful, comparative information about 
institutional performance. 

Rankings also impact discussions about, and 
collection of, comparative data on both a national 
and institutional level, and encourage not only the 
collection but also the publication of data to the 
public.

THE’s rankings offer a platform for 
universities around the world to 
celebrate their achievements across
research, teaching and sustainability. 

The global popularity and influence of 
THE’s rankings help to bring universities’ 
societal impact to the forefront, 
creating a positive public dialogue and 
reinforcing universities’ achievements, 
merits and reputations.



WHY PARTICIPATE IN RANKINGS?

Don’t:
• Submit to rankings just to be in the rankings
• Centre your institutional strategy solely on rankings

Do use rankings for: 
• Internal data collection & KPI setting
• Domestic and international benchmarking
• Building visibility, awareness and reputation
• Inter-university collaboration
• Forging international partnerships

What do we need to do as a ranking organisation? 
• Be transparent
• Listen to the sector (advisory boards)
• Constantly look at what we’re measuring and how (WUR3.0)
• Engage with universities directly



26
universities participated

501-600
Highest position in the WUR

251-300
Highest position in a subject

(clinical and health)

2022 released in September, 2021

2,112 universities ranked (including reporters)

POLAND IN THE WORLD RANKINGS



POLAND IN THE WORLD RANKINGS

World leading improvements in two key areas 



REPUTATION: POLAND

Reputation votes by subject: Reputation votes by origin:



16
Polish universities 

participated

601-800
Highest positions in the 
overall Impact Rankings

92
Highest position in any SDG

(SDG 3)

2022 released in April, 2022

1,500+ universities ranked

POLAND IN THE IMPACT RANKINGS



POLAND IN THE IMPACT RANKINGS



A great “reckoning” for global higher education?

“In recent decades, certainly in places like the UK and the US, the public 
and politicians are increasingly asking, ‘What good do universities do 
for society? Who do universities serve?’

“I think that is causing a reckoning within the higher education 
community perhaps of comparable significance to the reckoning that 
led to the last major transformation of the university [in widening 
access] after the Second World War.”

Fernando Reimers Unesco International Commission on the Futures of 
Education



A new focus on serving society?



A new focus on serving society?

“Universities are here to address the big questions and challenges 
facing our world, and there’s no better framework for this than the 
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals which apply to all countries 
and sectors of society.

“We believe that universities exist for public benefit.”

Dame Nancy Rothwell, President, University of Manchester





A new focus on serving society?



A new focus on serving society?





THE Impact Rankings: a global game changer

“The Times Higher Education University Impact 
Rankings is the world’s first global attempt to 
document evidence of universities’ impact on 
society, rather than just research and teaching 
performance…. and are based on… the 17 UN SDGs.”

World Economic Forum



How do we assess social impact?





Research evidence



Evidence of activities

Health collaborations

• Free sexual health care 
and advice for students

• Free mental health 
support for staff and 
students

• No smoking campus



Quality Assurance

Decisions are made by individuals, and so there is some 
subjectivity

• Additional team recruited
• Language skills
• Decisions are reviewed against last year
• Decisions are verified by senior assessors
• Automated check against previous year’s data 





2022 coverage

1524 Universities
110 Countries

Poland has 16 participants (up 
from 12 in 2021)



Participation for 2022: 1,524 universities



Participation for 2022: Polish universities

Left: worldwide

Right: Poland



Results for 2022





Poland’s top 
universities 
overall

Institution country 2022 

ranking

University of Gdańsk Poland 601–800

Gdańsk University of Technology Poland 601–800

Lodz University of Technology Poland 601–800

University of Warsaw Poland 601–800

Medical University of Gdańsk Poland 801–1000

Wrocław University of Environmental and Life 
Sciences Poland 801–1000

Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań Poland 801–1000

University of Wrocław Poland 801–1000

Wrocław University of Science and Technology Poland 801–1000

Silesian University of Technology Poland 801–1000



Results for Poland: pockets of excellence



Results for Poland: Pockets of excellence
One Polish university is world top 100 for SDG3. Poland has top 200 universities for SDG2, 3, 8, 14 and 15 (two unis)

World Top 100 for SDG3 – 92nd



Results for Poland: Pockets of excellence
One Polish university is world top 100 for SDG3. Poland has top 200 universities for SDG2, 3, 8, 14 and 15 (two unis)

Institution country 2022 rank

University of Wrocław Poland 101–200

Wrocław University of Environmental and Life 
Sciences Poland 101–200

Warsaw University of Life Sciences – SGGW Poland 201–300

University of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn Poland 301–400



Results for Poland: Pockets of excellence. SDG15

Poland vs Europe vs world – median scores.



Results for Poland: Pockets of excellence. SDG15

Difference between average scores for Poland vs rest of the world  



Poland: overall strengths and weaknesses

Five highest and fives lowest performing indicators across all SDGs



Now, to celebrate Polish 
universities’ success in 

sustainability



Overall SDG Ranking      801 - 1000

SDG 8   301-400
Decent Work & Economic Growth

SDG 11   301-400
Sustainable Cities & Communities

SDG 13   401-600
Climate Action

Wrocław University of Science & Technology



Overall SDG Ranking      601 - 800

SDG 11   301-400
Sustainable Cities & Communities

SDG 12   301-400
Responsible Consumption & Production

SDG 17   301-400
Partnership for the Goals

Gdańsk University of Technology



Overall SDG Ranking      801 - 1000

SDG 4   601-800
Quality Education

SDG 8   401-600
Decent Work & Economic Growth

SDG 15   101-200
Life on Land

University of Wrocław



Overall SDG Ranking      601 - 800

SDG 8   101-200
Decent Work & Economic Growth

SDG 9   301-400
Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure

SDG 17   201-300
Partnerships for the Goals

Łodz University of Technology



Overall SDG Ranking      601 - 800

SDG 5   201-300
Gender Equality

SDG 14   101-200
Life Below Water

SDG 16   101-200
Peace, Justice & Strong Institutions

University of Gdańsk



Overall SDG Ranking      1001+

SDG 3   601-800
Good Health & Well-being

SDG 13   601+
Climate Action

SDG 15   301-400
Life on Land

University of Warmia and Mazury



Overall SDG Ranking      601 - 800

SDG 5   301-400
Gender Equality

SDG 9   201-300
Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure

SDG 10   301-400
Reduced Inequalities

University of Warsaw



Overall SDG Ranking      801 - 1000

SDG 4   401-600
Quality Education

SDG 10   301-400
Reduced Inequalities

SDG 17   301-400
Partnerships for the Goals

Adam Mickiewicz University



Overall SDG Ranking      1001+

SDG 2   201-300
Zero Hunger

SDG 13   401-600
Climate Action

SDG 15   201-300
Life on Land

Warsaw University of Life Sciences - SGGW



SDG 3   1001+
Good Health & Well-being

SDG 10   401-600
Reduced Inequalities

University of Economics & Human Sciences



Overall SDG Ranking      1001+

SDG 3   401-600
Good Health & Well-being

SDG 5   601-800
Gender Equality

SDG 16   601-800
Peace, Justice & Strong Institutions

SWPS University of Social Sciences & Humanities



Overall SDG Ranking      1001+

SDG 6   401-600
Clean Water & Sanitation

SDG 7   601+
Affordable & Clean Energy

SDG 9   401-600
Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure

Rzeszów University of Technology



Overall SDG Ranking      801 - 1000

SDG 3   =92
Good Health & Well-being

SDG 10   301-400
Reduced Inequalities

SDG 14   301-400
Life Below Water

Medical University of Gdańsk



Overall SDG Ranking      801-1000

SDG 7   401-600
Affordable & Clean Energy

SDG 9   301-400
Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure

SDG 10   401-600
Reduced Inequalities

Silesian University of Technology



Overall SDG Ranking      1001+

SDG 4   1001+
Quality Education

SDG 8   401-600
Decent Work & Economic Growth

SDG 13   401-600
Climate Action

SGH Warsaw School of Economics



Overall SDG Ranking      801-1000

SDG 2   101-200
Zero Hunger

SDG 11   401-600
Sustainable Cities & Communities

SDG 15   101-200
Life on Land

Wrocław University of Environmental & Life Sciences


